AYLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL

March 2025 Recreational & Facilities Committee Agenda Pack

Oh

Agenda Item 7 Snowdown Recreation Ground

7.1 Weekly Maintenance and Inspection Logs

Chip noted to climbing frame photo included below for reference. Quote and advice from
Safeplay Playground services Ltd have been requested and will be presented at the meeting.

Agenda Item 7.2 Quotes

Outline: At the February Committee meeting it was resolved to obtain quotes to wood fill
the timber splits to reduce the risk of rot and decay and to remove the goal post and infill
holes with soil. Quote to be presented at the meeting

Recommendation: Council to consider if they wish to proceed with the remedial works as
quoted.

Agenda Item 8 Attlee Avenue Play Park
Update: To be given at the meeting.

Agenda Item 9 Aylesham Skate Park

9.1 Weekly Maintenance and Inspection Logs
Cleared debris of a fire at the teenage shelter area.
Base of Heras fencing left at the Skate Park entrance.

Agenda Item 10 Market Square
10.1 Weekly Maintenance and Inspection Logs
e Increase in dog fouling in the area. Officers have reported to Dover District Council
and requested for an increase of patrols in the area.
e Graffiti: Officers have obtained quotes to obtain the removal of graffiti on the picnic
benches in the area. Quotes to be presented at the meeting.
e Blots missing from benches (bolts have been replaced)



e Slat on benches missing (slat has been repaired and replaced)

10.2 Christmas Tree Area
Update: To be given at meeting following full council meeting held on Tuesday 11 March
2025.

Agenda Item 11 Heritage Sign information

Outline information: It was stated in May 2024 Recreational and Facilities meeting that the
“committee expressed preference to size AO and design of option one” from nature sign
design.

December 2024: Dover District Council informed officers that a licence is now needed.

At the Full Council meeting held on 14/01/25- Council agreed to pay the sum required for
the Licence. Dover district council have been advised, and we are now awaiting the Licence
to be received.

At the February 2025 meeting it was resolved for officers to order the heritage information
sign from Nature Sign design and for the company to also design the graphics and layout of
the sign. The sign will be stored at Aylesham House until the licence has been received.

Update Officers have ordered the Heritage information sign from Nature Sign Design and
currently waiting for the draft design to be received, this will be presented at the meeting.

Information sent to Nature Sign Design:

Established in 1926 Aylesham was designed to house miners working in the East Kent
coalfield, particularly those at the nearby Snowdown Colliery. Snowdown Colliery was
officially opened in 1912 and began mining coal from the rich seams beneath the North
Downs of Kent. The Colliery ceased operations in 1987. At its peak Snowdown Colliery was
one of the largest and most productive coal mines in the area contributing significantly to
the local economy and the coal industry in the UK.

Renowned Architect and town planner Sir Patrick Abercrombie envisioned Aylesham as a
self-contained community with amenities including schools, churches and shops inspired by
garden village principles. Aylesham’s extended development highlights these plans with
streets being named to reflect the mining history:

Fife way The name "Fife Way" likely derives from the mining community's ties to
Fife, a region in Scotland that was also historically involved in coal
mining, and families migrated from here to Aylesham.

Sunshine “Sunshine Corner" was a song often sung at the Miner's Mission in
Corner Avenue | Aylesham during gatherings, events, and religious services. The song,
with its uplifting and hopeful theme, resonated with the miners and
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their families, providing a sense of comfort and optimism in the difficult
conditions of coal mining. The lyrics of the song celebrated the idea of
finding light, hope, and joy even in dark and challenging times, which
was particularly meaningful for the miners.

Granville Close

Granville Horne, a former headmaster and Parish Councillor in
Aylesham, was a key figure in the area. His service to the community as
both an educator and a local councillor inspired the naming of Granville
Close.

Buckle Drive Buckle Drive in Aylesham is named in honour of Eric Buckle. To
recognise his contributions to the local community, particularly his
involvement as the first Parish Clerk for Aylesham Parish Council, with
long service.

Blue Flame The blue flame refers to the colour of the flame in safety lamps used by

Road miners, particularly the Davy Lamp. These lamps, designed to provide

light in hazardous coal mines, would often produce a blue flame when
functioning properly. The blue flame was an important indicator that
the lamp was not igniting the dangerous methane gas in the mine,
which could lead to explosions.

Pit Head Drive

Pit Head Drive is named after the pit head, the central area of a mine
where coal is brought up to the surface and other mining activities
occur.

Rhondda Vale

A mining area in South Wales. Miners and families migrated to
Snowdown Colliery from here.

Ropeway Drive

Ropeway Drive is named after the ropeway systems used in mining to
transport coal and materials across the mine site.

Cordale Road

Cordale Road in Aylesham is named after the Scottish region of Cordale,
reflecting the historical migration of Scottish miners to Aylesham. This
road name serves as a reminder of the important role Scottish miners
played in the development of Aylesham’s mining community.

Central Reference to the Twinning Association. The Aylesham and Courriéres ,

Boulevard France, are twinned. The twinning is a tribute to the shared history and
culture of coal mining, as well as to the broader partnership between
the two communities.

Millyard Road | Coal Mining seam at Snowdown Colliery A coal mining seam refers to a
layer or deposit of coal that is found in the Earth's crust.

Lamplight The name "Lamplight Gardens" is a reference to the miners' lamps,

Gardens which were essential tools for miners working underground. The miners

used lamps to light their way in the dark tunnels of the coal mines.
These lamps, often fuelled by oil or later electricity, were crucial for
safety and visibility.
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Matlock Close

Matlock Close in Aylesham may be named to honour the mining history
of Matlock, Derbyshire, and the people who migrated to Aylesham from
mining areas. It serves as a tribute to the widespread connections
between mining communities across the UK during the coal mining era,
specifically the movement of workers between different regions like
Matlock and Kent.

Winder Place Reference to winding gear that lifted pit cage up and down.
Goldthorpe Goldthorpe Drive in Aylesham is likely named after Goldthorpe, a mining
Drive area in South Yorkshire, to honour the broader network of mining

communities and the migration of miners between areas. The road
name serves as a tribute to the coal mining heritage that both Aylesham
and Goldthorpe share.

Garner Drive

Thomas Garner was a highly respected headmaster in Aylesham and is
remembered for his dedication to education and his role in the
development of the local community. Under his leadership, the school
played an important role in the town, especially in supporting the
children of coal miners and helping to shape the future of Aylesham’s
younger generations.

Harrison Road

Nurse Harrison was a local nurse who served the Aylesham community
for many years. During a time when healthcare was often provided by
individuals in smaller, close-knit communities, Nurse Harrison was
recognised for her dedication and service to the people of Aylesham,
particularly in the areas of public health and nursing care.

Beresford Beresford Grove in Aylesham is likely named after Beresford Dale, a

Grove mining area in Derbyshire, to honour the broader network of mining
communities and the migration of miners between areas.

Mexborough Mexborough Square in Aylesham is likely named after the town of

Square Mexborough in South Yorkshire, which has strong historical ties to coal
mining. The road name reflects the migration of workers from mining
towns like Mexborough to Aylesham.

Davy Street The Davy Lamp is a famous safety lamp invented by Sir Humphry Davy in

1815. It was specifically designed for use in coal mines to reduce the risk
of explosions caused by the ignition of methane gas (commonly known
as "firedamp") that could accumulate in mining tunnels.

The Davy Lamp was a revolutionary invention in mining safety because it
had a flame enclosed in a mesh wire cage, which allowed light to shine
through but prevented the flame from igniting any gas present in the
mine. This significantly improved the safety of miners working
underground.
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Coalfield Road | Coalfield Road is named to honour the town’s roots in the coal mining
industry, highlighting its location within the Kent coalfield and the
importance of mining to Aylesham's history and development.

Canary Grove | Coal mining reference to Canary’s used in coal mines to check gas
outage before Davy lamps.

Drift road In the context of coal mining, a drift is a tunnel or passage that is dug
horizontally into the side of a hill or mountain to access a coal seam.
Unlike vertical shafts, which require hoisting, drift mines allow workers
to access coal seams that are located on the side of a hill or at relatively
shallow depths.

Hobnail Path Reference to miners' safety footwear- Hobnail Boots. Hobnail boots are
a type of heavy-duty boot that have metal studs (hobnails) hammered
into the sole to provide additional traction and durability. These boots
were widely used by miners and workers in various industries during the
19th and early 20th centuries.

Quote Nature sign Design: Size AO- aluminium lectern -£1295.00

Design of artwork to include bespoke map and sketches of mining related images - £795
Delivery - £145

Plus VAT @ 20%

Total cost of- £2235

Quotes for the installation have been requested and will be presented at the meeting.
Officers' advice: As quotes received from the heritage information sign is over the budged
amount by £37, it is recommended for the committee to vire the budget from the play parks
and Market Square maintenance and repairs to cover the additional costs

Agenda Item 12.1 Budget update:

The budget over expenditure as of 13th March 2025 for council to note.
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Projects Maintenance & Repairs
Budget Total £ 14,253.00 |Budget Total £ 10,000.00
Breakdown:

Garden Competition £ 260.00 Expenditure
Gym Equipment at Snowdown £ 2,400.00 Independent Annual Inspections £ 320.00
Finger posts £ 2,200.00 Independent Quarterly Inspections £ 158.00
Heritage signs/information £ 2,198.00 Graffiti removal Msquare Benchesx2 £ 60.00
Christmas tree fence £ 4,195.00 Graffiti removal (paint over) skate ramp £ 80.00
Christmas tree area groundworks £ 3,000.00 Clean bird mess- Snowdown Play equipment £ 100.00
Expenditure Graffiti removal Snowdown bench £ 30.00
Advertisement for Garden Comp 2024 £ 100.00 Noticeboard clean £ 20.00
Garden Comp Banners Vista Print £ 47.07 monthly bird mess clean (July-Oct) £ 520.00
Garden Comp Trophies £ 48.95 Installation of Playground Operator Sign Snowdown £ 275.00
Garden Comp Rosettes £ 25.51 Remaoval of Tree Market Square £ 180.00
Total Expenditure £ 221.53 Removal of Flytipping £ 80.00
Total Budget R ining Remaoval metal posts (Snowdown) £ 406.80
| £ 14,031.47 Removal of broken tree branches Market Sg £ 35.00
Grants Received Remaoval of fly tipping £ 20.00
National lottery | £ 18,868.00 Remedial Works Following Independent Inspections £ 2,494.05
Grant money expendature Removal of cable ties £ 20.00
dig out xmas tree hole/removal of waste £ 35.00
Fresh Air Fitness Deposit 50% £ 9,434.12 Painting of swing set £ 566.50
Fresh Air Fitness remaining £ 9,434.12 market sq tidy £ 265.00
total r g -£ 0.24 flytipping removal at market square £ 20.00
tree grafitti at Market Square £ 35.00
SafePlay Playground Services ltd invoice number 28929 £ 1,132.44
Repaint of the Skate ramps £ 350.00
Removal of Graffiti and offensive graffiti £ 180.00
Baolts £ 167.00
Replacement of slats 3 35.00
Total Expenditure £ 7,614.79
Total Budget Remaining £ 2,385.21

Agenda Item 13 Next Meeting Date

Tuesday 15th April 2025.

-End of agenda pack -
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