June 2024 Recreation & Facilities Commitee Meeting Agenda Item 9.2: Christmas Tree
Introduction

The Recreation & Facilities Committee is in the preliminary stages of exploring the possibility of
planting a live Christmas tree in Market Square. As several questions have arisen during initial
discussions, we have sought expert guidance to ensure informed decision-making. This report
addresses key questions and provides recommendations based on professional insights.

Key Questions and Responses

1. Tree Size: What is the largest size tree we could start with when planting it in
Market Square?

Ideally, the tree should be of a good size, around 2.5 to 3 meters in height. This size is
manageable for planting and can establish well while still being significant enough to make an
immediate visual impact.

2. Maintenance Requirements: How much maintenance would the tree need initially
to ensure it establishes well?

Initially, the tree will require considerable maintenance to ensure successful establishment.
Key maintenance activities include:

e Keepingthe area clear of weeds, which can be achieved by applying woodchips
around the base of the tree.

e Regular watering, especially during dry periods, until the tree is well-
established.

¢ Trimming to maintain shape and encourage healthy growth.

3. Tree Type: What type of tree would you recommend for this purpose, considering
the local climate and conditions?

The recommended tree types for this purpose are:

¢ Nordmann Fir (Abies Nordmanniana): Known for its symmetrical shape, glossy
green needles, and good needle retention.

o Norway Spruce (Picea abies): Traditional choice for Christmas trees, with a
classic shape and vibrant green colour.

Both species are well-suited to the local climate and can thrive with proper care.

4. Pros and Cons: From a professional perspective, what are the potential pros and
cons we should consider of having a live Christmas tree?

Pros:

e Aesthetic Appeal: A live tree will enhance the visual appeal of Market Square
year-round.

e Cost Savings: Over time, having a live tree will save costs associated with
purchasing a new tree each year.

Cons:



¢ Initial Cost: The initial investment for purchasing and planting a live tree can be
high.

e Smaller Size Initially: The tree will be smaller at first compared to pre-cut trees
that can be boughtin larger sizes.

5. Land Requirements: Would it require a large area of land to be dug up to plant the
tree?

The tree would require an approximate 1 square meter hole for planting. The area around the
hole should be prepared with Root Grow and appropriate backfill, assuming the existing area is
suitable for planting.

- Officer’s note: the ground it currently concrete, we are unsure of how far this goes- but
currently, the ground is not suitable for planting.

6. Ongoing Maintenance: What ongoing maintenance would be required to keep the
tree healthy and thriving?

To keep the tree healthy and thriving, ongoing maintenance includes:

¢ Pruning: Regular cutting to maintain the tree's shape and height, typically a few
times throughout the year.

e Watering: Especially important during dry spells or extended periods of drought.

e Mulching: Applying woodchips or mulch around the base to retain moisture and
reduce weed growth.

o Fertilization: Periodic fertilization may be necessary to provide essential
nutrients.

Conclusion

While planting a live Christmas tree in Market Square has potential benefits, several significant
concerns could make it a less favourable option. The initial size of the tree, although
manageable at 2.5 to 3 meters, will be smaller than pre-cut trees, which could diminish the
immediate visual impact. Moreover, the tree's growth will be gradual, and it may take several
years to reach a size that creates the desired festive atmosphere. The initial cost of purchasing
and planting the tree is substantial, and ongoing maintenance requirements are intensive.
Regular watering, pruning, and mulching demand continuous effort and resources, which could
strain the committee's budget and manpower.

Additionally, the space required for planting and the tree's growth could impact the usability of
Market Square, potentially obstructing other activities. A tree's placement must be carefully
considered to avoid these issues, which adds another layer of complexity to the project.

Recommendations

Re-evaluate the Project: Given the concerns over the initial size, impact on space, and intensive
maintenance requirements, it is advisable to re-evaluate the feasibility and practicality of
planting a live Christmas tree in Market Square.
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