SPINNEY WOOD 5 B WHITE CLIEES

A review of activity April 2024 — September 2024 ﬁ COUNTRYSIDE PARTNERSHIP

Woodland management

Between April and September four volunteer tasks took place and were attended by 17
volunteers. Volunteer tasks focused on cutting back paths, keeping access points clear and
maintenance of infrastructure, alongside regular litter sweeps, with 18 bags of litter
collected.

In May a stile was made and installed over on
the west side of the woods, where Spinney
Lane and the Adisham road meet, to stop
motorbikes from entering from this corner of
the woodland. We also installed a dead
hedge alongside Spinney Lane to stop public
and vehicle access from this point. In recent
years, members of the public have been using
the lay-by area as an ease of access to the
site, but this has also encouraged vehicles to
use the space as an area to fly-tip as well as a
spot to park and gather firewood from the
most recent coppice plot.

The volunteers using cut materials from the coppice plot to erect the hedge.

The first coppicing of the autumn took place on the 23 September over in a small plot on
the east side of the woods. This consists mainly of sweet chestnut and birch of
approximately fifteen years regrowth. The materials from the plot will be used to create
further dead hedging sections along the Adisham Road side of the woods, which is also
where the largest sections of the wood'’s perimeter with a lack of trees/hedges are.
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wildlife

The first cop/'ce plot of 2024 with materials cut and left to be processed during our next volunteer task.

Three breeding bird surveys were undertaken during spring and summer to map breeding
bird territories within the woods, with some good results, including two more territory’s
being held by firecrest’s in the woods, and a pair of spotted flycatchers also bred for the
first time in over a decade.

Species recorded were:

Song thrush Great-spotted woodpecker
Blackbird Treecreeper
Mistle thrush Nuthatch
Robin Goldfinch
Dunnock Chaffinch
Wren Firecrest
Wood pigeon Goldcrest
Blue tit Stock dove
Great tit Magpie
Long-tailed tit Carrion crow
Coal tit Jackdaw
Chiffchaff Blackcap
Spotted flycatcher

One of the spotted flycatchers that
nested this year in the 2021 coppice plot

Another exciting observation was the reappearance of the lady orchid Orchis purpurea, a
local and vulnerable species in Britain, for the first time in around 20 years. After much
searching, a rosette was found in an area that was recently coppiced. Unfortunately, a
flower did not develop but hopefully next year we may see a flower emerge or find more
rosettes. We will also try to encourage this species to re-establish in greater numbers
through sensitive management in key areas.

Other notable species seen were early purple orchid Orchis mascula, with a total of 17
plants, 14 of which were flowering, and the common twayblade Listera ovata which was
also in greater numbers this year. The white helleborine Cephalanthera damasonium did
not fair so well, with the lowest count in four years - this could be due to the proximity of a

badger sett.

In August a nut survey was carried out with the volunteers to see if the hazel dormouse
Muscardinus avellanarius was persisting in recent haunts - three confirmed hazel nuts with
tell-tale signs of these endearing and increasingly rare creatures were found by volunteers

Libby and Kevin.
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The tell-tale signs of a dormouse. Volunteers on a nut hunt.

Species of butterfly observed during the spring and summer showed a wider variety than
we've seen in recent years, which is likely to be the result of the coppice work we're doing,
allowing more light into the wood. Species seen were:

Orange-tip Comma

Speckled wood Brimstone

Small white Ringlet

Peacock Purple hairstreak
Red admiral Holly blue

Large white

Anti-social behaviour

Anti-social behaviour has continued to be an
issue within recent months, with the usual .
fires taking place within the woodland, off- The purple hairstreak butterfly, an elusive canopy
road bikes, camping and infrastructure adweller, perched on aak leaves in the 2021 coppice
installed by WCCP vandalised. These issues P/t

are reported to DDC's Community Safety Unit

and the police.

We continue to replace structures which have been damaged, removing any debris which
could be dangerous to members of the public.

Spinney Lane dead hedge area by lay-by A newly installed stile vandalised at the west end of
dismantled to gain access for wood. the woods.
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Campers and a recent fire site. Barrier removed at the WCCP staff access point from
Spinney Lane

Community engagement

The Spinney Woods Bluebell Walk took place on 3 May, which was a fully booked event,
but unfortunately with bad weather on the day only four people were able to join.

Two small articles have been put together for the Aylesham Garden Village newsletter for
the summer and autumn editions, informing residents about the work WCCP are
undertaking at Spinney Woods as well as promoting volunteer tasks.

Looking ahead

Using timber processed from this year’s coppice plots, we hope to install another simple
structure to stop access for vehicles at the Wilcox Close entrance, aimed mainly at off-road
bikes.

Coppicing will continue to be carried out through the autumn and winter, focusing work in
two marked plots in accordance with the management plan. We will continue to create
wildlife refuge areas after areas have been coppiced, by dead hedging along rides and cut
stools. This will benefit flora and fauna in these areas, reducing disturbance from people
and dogs, especially in the breeding bird season.

Additional dead hedging will be applied to the northern edge of the site, to continue the
current dead hedge along the Adisham Road.

A fungi walk will be taking place on 19 October, led by one of our expert botanists, Alfred
Gay. The walk is free, with a duration of two hours, for members of the public to come and
see the array of fungi that inhabit Spinney woods.

Tree safety will continue to be monitored across the site, liaising with contractors and the
Parish Council as necessary.
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