Spinney Wood - Proposed Winter Coppicing Works 2026/27

White Cliffs Countryside Partnership (WCCP), which manages Spinney Wood on behalf of Aylesham
Parish Council, has submitted an application to Dover District Council (DDC) for consent to
coppice/re-coppice approximately 40 trees of mixed species in two areas of Spinney Wood.

The proposed works form part of a six-year woodland management plan. WCCP has advised that the
works are proposed for the winter management period between October 2026 and February 2027.
The trees included in the application are subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 3 of 1976.

Application reference: 26/00726
Location: Spinney Wood, Spinney Lane, Aylesham, CT3 3EQ
View the application: DDC Planning Public Access — search for reference 26/00726

Why is an application required?

The trees included in the application are protected by Tree Preservation Order No. 3 of 1976. This
means that consent must be obtained from DDC before the proposed coppicing works can be carried
out.

The application is for consent to carry out the proposed works. The Tree Preservation Order itself
remains in place.

What work is proposed?

The application proposes to coppice/re-coppice approximately 40 trees of mixed species within the
two areas identified on the accompanying plan. WCCP has advised that the work will focus primarily
on:

e Sweet Chestnut

e Hazel

* Hornbeam

Most of these trees are already multi-stemmed because they have previously been coppiced as part
of the woodland’s historic management. Other trees may be coppiced for the first time.
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https://publicaccess.dover.gov.uk/online-applications/search.do?action=simple&searchType=Application

What is coppicing?

Coppicing is a traditional woodland management technique that has been used in Britain for
centuries. It involves cutting selected trees close to ground level, allowing them to regenerate
naturally by producing new shoots from the existing stump.

The trees are not being permanently removed. They will regrow from their established root systems,
often becoming healthier and living significantly longer than unmanaged trees. For example,
coppiced hazel can continue regenerating for hundreds of years, compared with a typical lifespan of
around 70 years if left unmanaged.

Why is coppicing beneficial?
Regular coppicing helps maintain a healthy and diverse woodland by:

e encouraging vigorous new tree growth;

¢ allowing more sunlight to reach the woodland floor, encouraging woodland flowers and plants;

e increasing biodiversity;

e creating valuable habitats for birds, insects and mammals;

e providing ideal conditions for species associated with coppiced woodland, including the
nightingale; and

e improving the long-term resilience and health of the woodland.

What will happen to the cut material?

The cut branches and timber will remain within the woodland where appropriate. They will be used
to create dead hedges and log piles, providing additional habitat for birds, insects, amphibians and
small mammals.

Will replacement trees be planted?

No. Replacement planting is not required because the coppiced trees will regenerate naturally from
their existing stumps and root systems. Although the managed areas may initially appear more open,
new growth will regenerate over the coming seasons.



Aylesham Parish Council’s consideration

At its Full Council meeting in July 2026, Aylesham Parish Council received a presentation from WCCP
regarding the proposed winter coppicing works and resolved to support the proposal as presented.

Dover District Council subsequently issued its formal consultation to Aylesham Parish Council on 13
August 2026 in relation to application 26/00726. The registered application will therefore be
considered by Aylesham Parish Council at its September Full Council meeting, when the Council will
determine its formal consultation response to Dover District Council.

Dover District Council is the authority responsible for considering and determining the application.

Who manages Spinney Wood?

Spinney Wood is owned by Dover District Council and is leased to Aylesham Parish Council on a 99-
year lease for its continued management as public woodland. WCCP manages the woodland on
behalf of the Parish Council in accordance with the woodland management plan.

The long-term future of Spinney Wood remains as woodland, managed for the benefit of wildlife,
biodiversity and the local community.

Upcoming Tree Survey

Aylesham Parish Council is also required to have a tree survey undertaken within Spinney Wood
every 18 months in order to comply with the Council’s insurance requirements.

The next survey is due to be undertaken during August 2026 and is entirely separate from the
coppicing works detailed above. The survey is being undertaken for health and safety purposes and
will assess the condition of trees within the woodland and identify whether any works may be
required.

Depending on the findings of the survey, further works may subsequently be recommended. Where
any recommended works relate to trees protected by the existing Tree Preservation Order, a
separate application to Dover District Council for consent to undertake those works may be required.

Further information will be published once the survey has been completed and the findings are
known.

Further enquiries

Enquiries about the proposed works or the management of Spinney Wood should be directed to
WCCP:

White Cliffs Countryside Partnership
Telephone: 01304 241806
Email: wccp@dover.gov.uk

Comments relating specifically to application 26/00726 should be submitted directly to Dover District
Council. The application can be viewed through DDC Planning Public Access by searching for
reference 26/00726. Please check the application page for the current consultation deadline.

To comment on the application by email: developmentmanagement@dover.gov.uk
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